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SLHS 597 Medical Speech-Language Pathology 
Workshop 

Wednesday March 18th – Wednesday May 6th 
8:00-10:00 AM 

Location: SLHS 409 
  
Description of Course  
This course is designed to prepare graduate students in speech-language pathology for a medical 
practicum setting.  Course content will include practical education re: types of medical settings, 
common medical diagnoses served, completion of thorough chart reviews, development of 
appropriate evaluation and treatment procedures in dysphagia and across other modalities, proper 
documentation for medical charts, and professional issues specific to medical settings.    

 
Course Prerequisites or Co-requisites  
Previous Completion or Simultaneous Enrollment in: 
SLHS 557 Dysphagia 
SLHS 543 Adult Language Disorders: RHD, Traumatic Brain Injury, & Dementia 
SLHS 544 Adult Language Disorders: Aphasia  

 
Instructor and Contact Information  

Instructor: Kathleen R. Cazzato, MA, CCC-SLP 
E-Mail: kcazzato@email.arizona.edu 
Office: SLHS Room 422 
Phone: 520-621-2527 
Office Hours: By appointment 
Course Website: https://d2l.arizona.edu/ 

 
Course Format and Teaching Methods  
The course will consist of lecture, group discussion, case examples to reinforce lecture material, and 
some role playing of verbal interactions which commonly occur in medical settings. 
 

Course Objectives and Expected Learning Outcomes  
By the end of this course it is anticipated students will be able to: 

1. Describe various medical settings, the role of the speech-language pathologist in each 
setting, and how/why a patient moves through various levels of care. 

2. Conduct a thorough chart review and identify: salient medical history, admitting diagnosis, 
hospital course, and all pertinent factors needed in order to formulate SLP plan of care 

3. Be able to develop evaluation and treatment priorities appropriate for patient’s medical 
diagnosis, status, and level of care for some of the more common patient populations served. 

4. Document results of “mock” evaluation and treatment sessions in appropriate SOAP format 
5. Formulate verbal responses to common questions and scenarios encountered in acute care 

involving patient/family education, summary of recommendations for medical personnel, and 
advocacy issues.  
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Course Communications  
All relevant course material and information will be distributed via D2L and your official UA e-mail 
address.  Please feel free to ask any questions re: course content or assignments during class time 
or via e-mail – discussion of such questions is encouraged.   
 
Required Texts or Readings  
There is no required textbook for this class.  All required readings will be posted on D2L or 
distributed in class. It is expected that assigned readings will be read prior to/completed by the 
assigned date unless stated otherwise.  

 
 
Assignments and Examinations: Schedule/Due Dates  
 

1. Chart Review/Case Study – 50 points  
You will be given chart notes on a case typical of one encountered in a medical setting.  This 
will be uploaded to D2L along with an assignment sheet and grading rubric.  You will review 
the chart and respond to the questions posed on the written assignment, which will include 
establishing a plan of care and documenting results of mock session in an appropriate SOAP 
format.    
 

2. Advocacy Assignment – 50 points 
There are many times in medical settings in which you have to formally request something or 
advocate for yourself.  This could be in the context of requesting equipment, putting into 
place a different policy or methodology, and justifying your treatment plan to a physician. 
You will be given four possible scenarios of a situation requiring advocacy on your part.  You 
will select one and write a formal request, no longer than 1 page in length, stating your 
position and using research articles to support your ideas.  Further information and a grading 
rubric will be provided in class.    

 
3. Patient and Family Education Role Play – 50 points total 

40 points group participation; 10 points individual participation.  
Throughout the workshop we will be discussing various scenarios that commonly occur when 
working as a speech-language pathologist in a medical setting. In hospitals, you are 
frequently an educator to patients, families, nurses, doctors, and various other medical 
personnel and often have to explain and advocate for your treatment plan.  In real life, 
responding to these scenarios involves thinking on your feet and formulating responses 
quickly at times.  We will practice responding to various scenarios multiple times in class, 
working in groups to discuss and formulate possible responses.  It is expected that AT LEAST 
ONE TIME during the semester each student will respond to a patient scenario in class.  
Responses are not graded for accuracy, rather points will be awarded for overall 
participation and a general openness and enthusiasm for the process. 
 

 
Final Examination or Project  

There is no final exam for this class.  The three assignments described above will contribute 
equally to your final grade.  

 
Grading Scale and Policies  

Your final grade will be based on your combined scores on all listed assignments as described 
above. If your assignments are not posted by the due date and time, 10 points will be deducted 
per 24-hour period unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor before the due 
date. 
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Grading is based on the following metrics: 

Total Points=150 

 A=135-150, B=120-134, C=105-119, D=90-104, E=<90 

 
University policy regarding grades and grading systems is available at 
http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-system  

Requests for incomplete (I) or withdrawal (W) must be made in accordance with University 
policies, which are available at http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-
system#incomplete and http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-
system#Withdrawal respectively. 

 
Scheduled Topics and Assignment Due Dates 
 

Date Topic Assignment 
March 18 Introduction to Medical SLP 

 
Types of Healthcare Settings 

 
Units in an Acute Care Hospital 
 

Productivity and Professional 
Issues 

 

March 25  
Components of a Chart Review 

 
Case Study – CVA patient 

 

 

April 1 Swallowing Evaluations in 
Hospital Settings 

 
Writing Chart Notes for 

Dysphagia Evaluation and 
Treatment Sessions 

 

April 8 Panel Discussion: Completing a 
CFY in a Medical Setting: 

Guest Speakers: Eliza Hard MS 
CFY, Angelica McCarron, MS 
CCC, Lana Wiens, MS, CCC 

Lauren James, MS, CCC 
 

Speech-Language Evaluations 
in Hospital Settings 

 

Case Study Assignment 
Posted 

April 15 TBI Case Study 
 

Cognitive-Communicative 
Evaluations in Hospital Settings 

 
Guest Speaker – Jennifer 
Casteix, MS, CCC-SLP – 

Pediatric Issues in Health Care 
Settings 

Case Study Assignment 
Due 
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April 22 Post Extubation Dysphagia 
Post Extubation Case Study 

 
Speech and Swallowing 

Considerations in Patients with 
Tracheostomy 

 

Advocacy Assignment 
Posted 

April 29 Advocacy – Discussion of Final 
Assignment 

 
Guest Speaker: Jackie Davis, 

MA, CCC-SLP 
Speech-Language Pathologist 

and NICU Specialist 
University of AR for Medical 

Sciences 

 

May 6 Pneumonia 
 

Delirium in the Hospital Patient 

Advocacy Assignment 
Due 

TBD  Oral Practical 
Assignment 

 
 
Bibliography  
There will be readings associated with each topic.  A full reading list and schedule will be posted 
separately to D2L. 
 
Classroom Behavior Policy  

To foster a positive learning environment, students and instructors have a shared responsibility. 
We want a safe, welcoming, and inclusive environment where all of us feel comfortable with each 
other and where we can challenge ourselves to succeed. To that end, our focus is on the tasks at 
hand and not on extraneous activities (e.g., texting, chatting, reading a newspaper, making 
phone calls, web surfing, etc.). 

Students are asked to refrain from disruptive conversations with people sitting around them 
during lecture. Students observed engaging in disruptive activity will be asked to cease this 
behavior. Those who continue to disrupt the class will be asked to leave lecture or discussion and 
may be reporte to the Dean of Students.  

 
Additional Resources for Students  

UA Academic policies and procedures are available at http://catalog.arizona.edu/policies  

Student Assistance and Advocacy information is available at 
http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/student-assistance/students/student-assistance 

 
Confidentiality of Student Records  

http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/personal-information/family-educational-rights-and-privacy-
act-1974-ferpa?topic=ferpa 

 
Subject to Change Statement  

Information contained in the course syllabus, other than the grade and absence policy, may be 
subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor. 
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University-wide Policies link			
Links to the following UA policies are provided here, 
https://academicaffairs.arizona.edu/syllabus-policies: [Note- this abbreviated template does 
not include some of the recommended language included in the full syllabus template.] 

• Absence and Class Participation Policies 
• Threatening Behavior Policy 
• Accessibility and Accommodations Policy 
• Code of Academic Integrity 
• Nondiscrimination and Anti-Harassment Policy 
• Subject to Change Statement 

 


