
SLHS 597: Augmentative and Alternative Communication 
Spring 2020  

Speech and Hearing Sciences Building – Room 409 
Tuesdays 3:30pm – 5:30pm 

 
INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION 

 Dr. Jessica Brown, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 
 Office: 336 – office hours by appointment (or drop by!!) 
 Research Lab: 310 
 (520) 626-9015 
 jessicabrown@email.arizona.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is intended to provide graduate-level students in Speech-Language-Hearing Sciences and other 
disciplines with a detailed overview of the most clinically relevant and crucial topics related to 
Augmentative and Alternative Communication strategies and supports. The presented information covers 
core knowledge and skill areas in AAC as mandated by ASHA standards. Specifically, it will provide 
demographic/background information, an in-depth understanding of assessment and treatment, and an 
overview of evidence-based paradigms associated with augmentative and alternative communication 
strategies across the lifespan. Within this course, students will be required to demonstrate knowledge 
relating to the above stated paradigms through evidence of research consumption and application, 
selection and understanding of appropriate assessment procedures, creation of clinically based plans of 
treatment, adaptation of learned material for creation of example AAC devices, in-class participation and 
activities, and performance on objective assignments. These processes will serve to ensure adequate 
preparation of students for assessment and treatment in clinical practices relating to AAC.  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
This course meets the following ASHA Standards and Competencies: 

• IV-C: Demonstrate knowledge relating to human communication including appropriate etiologies, 
characteristics, anatomical/physical constructs in the following areas: 

o Receptive and expressive language 
o Cognitive aspects of communication 
o Social aspects of communication 
o Augmentative and alternative communication modalities 

• IV-D: Demonstrate current knowledge of prevention, assessment, and intervention methods 
• IV-E: Demonstrate knowledge of standards of ethical conduct  
• IV-F: Demonstrate knowledge of processes used in research and of the integration of research 

principles into evidence-based clinical practice  
• IV-G: Demonstrate knowledge of contemporary professional issues 

REQUIRED TEXT – Available on UofA Online Library 
Beukelman, D., & Mirenda, P. (2013). Augmentative and Alternative Communication: Supporting 

Children and Adults with Complex Communication Needs – 4th Ed. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes 
Publishing.  

 

LECTURE NOTES and SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 



 Materials for the course can be found on D2L. In addition to the lecture PowerPoints for each topic, there 
will be required readings and supplemental material to assist you in learning the information. You will be 
responsible for independently accessing and engaging with any posted materials. Please note: any 
information posted on D2L is potentially necessary for an activity, assignment, or case study and should be 
reviewed regardless of whether it is discussed thoroughly in class or not. At times, information within 
lectures may be altered slightly to best fit your needs as a class as we progress through the semester. This 
may occur after the lectures are initially posted. If any changes do occur, I will send a class announcement 
through D2L. This will occur no later than 5:00pm the day prior to class so that you may access the 
appropriate/edited course content.  
  

GRADING  
Course format: This class will be run as a hybrid lecture/seminar to allow for the free exchange of ideas 
and criticism/discussion of current issues relating to AAC in five primary areas: (a) general background 
information, (b) AAC assessment options, (c) AAC treatment options, and (d/e) special adult/pediatric 
populations. There will be no traditional exams in this course; however, a variety of assignments/quizzes 
will contribute to your final grade.  
 
Weekly Quizzes: You will complete quizzes on D2L worth 10 points each. Your lowest quiz grade will be 
dropped (i.e., quizzes will be worth 130 total points). These quizzes will be based on content from the 
assigned readings as well as material presented in lecture slides or within class. Each quiz will be timed. 
Quizzes will be available starting at the end of each class period and will be open for one week (until the 
start of class the following week). Given that technological glitches occur, it is best to complete quizzes 
early so that you do not run the risk of D2L or tech problems interfering with successful completion.  

 
In-Class Activities: You will complete in-class activities that will count towards your final grade. There 
will be no advance notice as to when these activities will occur. Some activities will be completed in group 
form and others will be completed individually. There is no opportunity to make-up missed in-class 
activities unless you provide documentation of a University approved, excused absence. In such cases, you 
must let me know as soon as possible (i.e., at least within 12 hours of missing the class – but preferably 
before).  

 
Assessment Summary Assignment: You will work in groups of no more than four students. Each group 
will be given a “case” for which you must create an assessment plan, discuss assessment results, select an 
appropriate potential device or devices for the patient to trial. You will turn in a document with this 
information on D2L. Each group will then present their case, describe assessment procedures and results, 
and discuss the trialed devices. Students not presenting will ask questions and provide feedback on cases. A 
detailed description of requirements as well as a grading rubric can be found on D2L.  

 
AAC Funding Letter: You will work in groups to write a funding letter for a speech-generating device. 
The client information you receive will be based on the assessment assignment of one of your peers. You 
will be provided examples and templates to work from and will receive a case description from which to 
base your letter. A detailed description of requirements as well as a grading rubric can be found on D2L. 
This assignment will be turned in on D2L. Your funding letter should be submitted in word-document 
form. 
 



Treatment Case Study Assignment: You will work in groups of no more than three individuals. You will 
randomly select the primary diagnosis for the child or adult you will be creating. In PowerPoint form, you 
will present your case including relevant background information for the individual you have created and 
their history. The case will then proceed to discuss symptomology; AAC treatment goals/activities; 
potential long-term needs; and related community, educational, vocational, and home integration needs. 
All of the case history, symptoms, treatment, etc. must track throughout your “case” and make sense for 
the individual. Your PPT should be approximately 25-30 slides. Additionally, you will create an example 
low-tech and high-tech communication device and provide written descriptions of and rationale for your 
choices. A detailed description and rubric for this paper will be available on D2L. This assignment will be 
turned in on D2L. You will hand in an original paper copy of your low-tech AAC system to Dr. Brown 
prior to the assignment due date.  
 
Assignment Submission: Late assignments will NOT be accepted for any reason. All assignments must be 
submitted via the appropriate location on D2L unless otherwise discussed in class or within this syllabus. 
Given that technological glitches occur, it may be wise to submit assignments prior to the due date. 
Assignments sent via email will NOT be accepted.  
 
Additional Grading Policies: It is your responsibility to check your grades on D2L regularly. If you believe 
a discrepancy or error has occurred, it is your responsibility to contact me within 72-hours of the grade 
posting for further discussion. University policy regarding grades and grading systems is available at 
http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-system 
 
Requests for incomplete (I) or withdrawal (W) must be made in accordance with University policies, 
which are available at http://catalog.arizona..edu/policy/grades-and-grading-system#incomplete and 
http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-system#Withdrawal respectively.  
 
 
Grading Scale 
 A B C 
Quizzes (you will get to 
drop your lowest quiz 
grade) 

Average of 90% or 
higher 

Average of 80 – 90% Average quiz grade < 
80% 

In-class activities 
4+ that “meet 
expectations” 

2 – 4 that “meet 
expectations” 

< 2 “meet expectations” 

Assessment Assignment Feedback of “exceeds 
expectations” 

Feedback of “meets 
expectations” 

Feedback of “Requires 
more work” 

Funding Letter 
Assignment 

Feedback of “exceeds 
expectations” 

Feedback of “meets 
expectations” 

Feedback of “Requires 
more work” 

Treatment Plan 
Assignment 

Feedback of “exceeds 
expectations” 

Feedback of “meets 
expectations” 

Feedback of “Requires 
more work” 

 
 

IMPORTANT POLICIES 
Technology If you bring a cell phone to class, please silence it or turn it off.  If you have an 

unusual situation during which you may need to take a call during class, please let 
me know before the class begins.  Texting during class will not be tolerated.  If you 



are seen texting during class I retain the right to ask you to leave.  Laptops and 
other devices are permitted for note taking; however, viewing web browsers and 
sites not pertinent to class materials is not allowed.  Again, if you are on a site not 
relevant to the course, you may be asked to leave.  Audio or video recording of the 
lecture is not allowed without my permission.  There will be times when you are 
asked to put away all electronic devices.  
 

Academic 
Integrity 

Academic honesty and integrity is essential to the value of an academic 
community. You are expected to complete all in- and out- of class assignments 
yourself unless otherwise specified.  If you refer to other sources for assistance, you 
must cite these sources properly.  Scholastic dishonesty can include: plagiarizing, 
cheating on exams or assignments, working in groups when not authorized to do 
so, taking or using faculty materials without permission.   
 
Students are encouraged to share intellectual views and discuss freely the 
principles and applications of course materials. However, graded work/exercises 
must be the product of independent effort unless otherwise instructed. Students are 
expected to adhere to the UA Code of Academic Integrity as described in the UA 
General Catalog. See:  http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/academic-
integrity/students/academic-integrity 

Selling class notes and/or other course materials to other students or to a third 
party for resale is not permitted without the instructor’s express written consent. 
Violations to this and other course rules are subject to the Code of Academic 
Integrity and may result in course sanctions. Additionally, students who use D2L 
or UA e-mail to sell or buy these copyrighted materials are subject to Code of 
Conduct Violations for misuse of student e-mail addresses. This conduct may also 
constitute copyright infringement. 
 

The University Libraries have some excellent tips for avoiding plagiarism, available 
at http://new.library.arizona.edu/research/citing/plagiarism 

Threatening 
Behavior 

The UA Threatening Behavior by Students Policy prohibits threats of physical 
harm to any member of the University community, including to oneself. See 
http://policy.arizona.edu/education-and-student-affairs/threatening-behavior-
students 
 

Nondiscrimination 
and Anti-
harassment Policy 

The University is committed to creating and maintaining an environment free of 
discrimination; see http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/nondiscrimination-
and-anti-harassment-policy 
 
Our classroom is a place where everyone is encouraged to express well-formed 
opinions and their reasons for those opinions. We also want to create a tolerant and 
open environment where such opinions can be expressed without resorting to 
bullying or discrimination of others. 
 



Students with 
Disabilities 

At the University of Arizona, we strive to make learning experiences as accessible 
as possible. If you anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on 
disability or pregnancy, you are welcome to let me know so that we can discuss 
options.  You are also encouraged to contact Disability Resources (520-621-
3268) or https://drc.arizona.edu/ to explore reasonable accommodations. Please be 
aware that the accessible table and chairs in this room should remain available for 
students who find that standard classroom seating is not usable. 

 
NOTE: If you do not tell me in person about your requested accommodative needs, 
I will not know about them, and therefore, cannot help you! 
 

Attendance Attendance will not be taken in class and thus, you will not be formally penalized 
for your absences.  You are all adults and I will treat you as such.  You may attend 
class on your discretion; however, there are components of your grade that will be 
based on participation and in-class assignments.  If you are absent for an excused 
emergency please notify me as soon as possible so we can make arrangements for 
any missed material.  It is to my discretion what is counted as an excused absence.  
Example excusable absences include: illness of the student or his or her dependent, 
medical conditions related to pregnancy, participation in intercollegiate athletic 
events, subpoenas, jury duty, military service, bereavement, and religious 
observances.   
 
The UA policy concerning class attendance, participation, and administrative drops 
is available at: http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/class-attendance-participation-and-
administrative-drop 
The UA policy regarding absences for any sincerely held religious belief, 
observance or practice will be accommodated where reasonable, 
http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/religious-accommodation-policy. 
Absences pre-approved by the UA Dean of Students (or Dean Designee) will be 
honored.  See:  https://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/absences   
 
NOTE: There will be content provided in class beyond that of which is on the 
lecture slides.  If you miss any presented material, it will be your responsibility to 
obtain the content from a source other than myself.  

Subject to Change 
Statement 

Information contained in the course syllabus, other than the grade and absence 
policy, may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by 
the instructor.  

 
 
 



 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

Week Topic of Discussion Readings  Assignments Quizzes 

1 

1/21 

Introduction to AAC 
Vocabulary & Language Models  

 
Chapters 1 & 2 

Light & McNaughton, 2012 

 
  

Quiz 1 
Due: 1/28 

2 

1/28 

Vocabulary & Language Models  
Symbol Sets & Layout  

Chapter 3  

 

 Quiz 2 
Due: 2/4 

3 

2/4 

Symbol Sets & Layout  
Alternative Access 

 

Chapter 4 
Hand out assessment 

case today! 
Quiz 3 
Due: 2/11 

4 

2/11 

Assessment  
Tobii Dynavox Presentation – Kristy Gibson 

 

Chapter 5 
Fannin, 2016 

Helling & Minga, 2014 

 

 Quiz 4 
Due: 2/18 

5 

2/18 

Assessment  
Saltillo Presentation – Jane Lindley 

 

Chapter 6 
Dietz, Quach, Lund, & McKelvey, 2012 

 

 
Quiz 5 
Due: 2/25 

6 

2/25 

Multicultural Learners 
Sharon Hendrickson Pfiel  Soto & Yu, 2014 

 
 

 

7 

3/3 

Communication Partner Training 
 

Kent-Walsh, Murza, Malani, & Binger, 
2015 

 
  Quiz 6 

Due: 3/17 

8 
 

SPRING BREAK!!! 
  

 



9 

3/17 

Communicative Competence  
Beginning Communicators 

 

Chapter 9 
Cress & Marvin, 2003 

Assessment 
Summary 

Quiz 7 
Due: 3/24 

10 

3/24 

Pre-School and Early Childhood Chapter 7 & 10 
Hand out treatment 

case today! 
Quiz 8 
Due: 3/31 

11 

3/31 

School-Aged Population 
Literacy 

Chapter 13 
Binger, 2012 

 
 Quiz 9 

Due: 4/7 

12 

4/7 

SLP in the Schools Panel  
 

Chapter 8 & 11 
 

 
Funding Letter 

 

Quiz 10 
Due: 4/14 

13 

4/14 

AAC across the rehab settings 
PRC Presentation – LaConda Ross 

 

Chapter 18 
Blackstone & Prestman, 2016 

 Quiz 11 
Due: 4/21 

14 

4/21 

Acquired Physical Disorders 
Guest Speaker – AAC User 

 

 
Chapter 14 

 
 Quiz 12 

Due: 4/28 

15 

4/28 

Aphasia  
Traumatic Brain Injury 

 

 
Chapters 15 & 17 

Treatment Case Study Quiz 13 
Due: 5/5 

16 

5/5 

Dementia 
Lingraphica Presentation 

 

 
Chapter 16 

 
 

 

 


